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Abstract

This paper discusses the shifts in Burmese political culture that
were predominantly caused by political spirits of nationalism.
The study covers the political developments from the Myanmar
dynastic era up to the growth of fundamental religious nation-
alism after the 2012 by-election. The paper concludes that the
political elites in Myanmar should not regard ethnic and reli-
gious conflicts as a result of clashing economic interests among
the different communities, but that they are caused by struggles
against structural injustice deeply rooted in Myanmar society.
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